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Summary. The article gives the academic and methodological features of teaching and learning environmental law in
Ukraine. The main focus of attention is on analysis of methods, techniques and means of teaching (considering the author’s
25-year work experience as a university professor) used for giving lectures, seminars and supervising students’ individual work.

The problems of studying environmental law in Ukraine include: a heavy curriculum; a small number of credits; a vast number
of laws of different legal force; constant changes in legislation, emergence of new branches of environmental law; the necessity
of at least basic understanding of fundamental environmental categories, etc. A major problem with teaching environmental law
is students’ lack of interest in studying it.

Throughout the years of teaching environmental law, the author has developed her own approach to delivering lectures.
The above-mentioned objective factors do not allow for elaborating on all the environmental laws during lectures. The main
objective of lectures is to develop students’ legal environmental awareness, their knowledge of the system, structure, and de-
velopment prospects of Ukrainian environmental legislation, their understanding of the ultimate aim of legal environmental
regulation and the “spirit” of the law. In-depth study of environmental law during tutorials can be achieved by using various
interactive methods of teaching: business games, brainstorming, ‘case-tasks”, discussions, simulations, analysis of specific sit-
uations, etc. It is important to understand the complexity of the interaction between environmental and economic interests in
society, its conflict-based nature, and the necessity to reach a sensible compromise between the economic interests of industrial
enterprises and the environmental interests of certain individuals, groups or society.
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AHoOTaUif. B CTatTi npegcras/ieHi HayKOBO-METOGOJI02i4HI XAPAKTEPUCTUKM BUBYEHHSI €KOJI02IYHO20 NpaBa B YKPAiHi.
OCHOBHY yBa2y npuUgineHo aHanizy MeTogis, NpuyiomiB Ta 3acobiB BUKAAGALbKOI GisIbHOCTI (30Kpemd, 3 ypaxyBaHHAM gBagLs-
TMN'ATUPIYHO20 BUKNAGALbKO20 OCBIgY ABTOPA) B MPOLECi YNTAHHS NIeKLVi, MpoBegeHHs CeMiHaPCbKMX 3aHATh Ta Op2aHi3avii
CAaMOCTI¥iHOi pobOTH CTYgeHTiB.

[IpobnemMHMMY acnexTamu BUBYEHHS eKo02iYHO20 MPaBa B YKPAiHi € Besmkuii 0bcsiz Npo2pamMoBo20 Matepiany; HeBemka
Ki/IbKICTb 20gMH, BigBegeHnX Ha gUCLIMIMAIHY; 3HAYHMIA MACUB 30KOHOGJABYMX AKTIB PI3HOI KOPUGMYHOI C1M; MOCTIVHI 3MiHM 3AKO-
HOQABCTBA, MOSIBA HOBUX IHCTUTYTIB; HEOOXigHICTb Xo4a 6 MIHIMANbHO20 PO3yMiHHS 6A30BMX MPUPOGHUYMX KaTe20pil Towo. CyT-
TEBOIO NP00/IeMOt0 g/1sl NPAKTUKY BUKAAGAHHS eK0/102iYHO20 NPABA € BIgCyTHICTb 3ALiKABAEHOCTI CTYJeHTIB y BUBYEHHI Liiei 2any3i.

3a poku BUKAAGAHHS B aBTOPA BUPOOMBCA BAACHWI Migxig go MOGAHHSA ekuifiHo2o matepiany. OCHOBHUM 3ABJAHHSIM
JIeKLii € POPMYBAHHS eK01020-MPABOBO20 CBITO2/1GY CTYJeHTiB, po3yMiHHS! HUMU KiHLIeBOi MeT1 eKo/1020-PaBoBO20 pe2ysiio-
BAHHS, 3HAHHS CUCTeMu, CTPYKTYpH, iepapxidHoi nobygoBu YKPaiHCbKO20 eK0/102i4H020 3aKOHOGABCTBA, 1020 NepCreKTMBHNX
HanpsiMiB po3BUTKY, PO3yMiHHs He Tak “OykBu” sk ‘Gyxy” eKon02idH1X 3aKOHIB. Mo2anbeHe BUBYEHHS eKo1020-NPAaBoB1X HOPM
B rpoLieci NPaKTUYHMX 3aHSATb nepegbaqae BNPOBAGKEHHS PISHOMAHITHUX Cy4aCHUX iHTePAKTUBHUX MeTOgiB BUKAAGAHHS: gi-
JIOBI i2py; MO3KOBI LITYPMM; Ke#C-3aBgaHHS; HaBYAIbHI gUCKYCil; cumynsaii; po36ip KOHKPETHUX CUTYALif. BaxxanmBo po3ymiTu
CKIAgHICTb MUTAHHS B3AEMOGii €KOI02iYHNX | eKOHOMIYHUX iHTepeciB CyCriNbCTBaA, ii KOHPAIKTHWUI XapakTep Ta HEOOXIgHICTb
3abe3rneyeHHs po3yMHO20 KOMAPOMICY MiX KOMePLifiHUMM, 20COgapCbkUMm iHTepecamu npoMMUCIOBUX NIGNPUEMCTB i eKkoo-
2IYHUMM [HTE@pecamm OKPemMmX JI0gen, iX 2py 4 CyCriibCTBd B LiIOMY.

KntouoBi cnoBa: exonoziyHe npaBo Ykpaiuw, BUKNAGAHHS, BUBYEHHS!, METOGMKA BUKIAGAHHS, IeKLii, CeMiHapCbKi 3aHATTS.

AHHOTauMs. B cTatbe nNpegcTasieHbl Hay4YHO-MeTogoaoanyeckme XapakTepucTKmu M3ydeHns 3K0a102Myecko20 Npasd B
YkpauHe. OCHOBHOe BHUMAHWE YgeaeHo aHaim3y MeTogoB, MPUeMOB v CPegCTB penogaBaTe/ibCKoi gesiTelbHOCTH (B YACTHO-
CTH, C y4eToM gBAgLATUNSTUAETHE20 MPernogaBaTebCko20 OMbITa BTOPA) B MPOLecce YTeHus eKLui, MpoBegeHust CeMmmHap-
CKWX 3AHATWIA 1 OP2aHM3AUMM CAMOCTOSTEIbHOI paboTbl CTYJeHTOB.

[1po6eMHbIMM ACrIeKTamu U3y4eHust IKO02MYECK020 Npasd B YkpavHe aBaseTcss 60/bLUoii 06bem npoepaMmMHO20 MaTe-
pvana; Hebo/IbLLOe KOMYEeCTBO YaCOB, OTBEGEHHbIX Ha GUCLMIINHY; 3HAYUTENbHDIN MACCUB 30KOHOGATE/IbHbIX AKTOB Pa3/1ny-
HOW I0pUgUUeCKOii CuJibl; MOCTOSIHHbIE 3MeHEeHWs 3aKOHOGAaTeNbCTBA, MOSIBeHNe HOBbIX MHCTUTYTOB; HEOOXOGUMOCTb XOT Obl
MWUHUMQ/IbHOR0 MOHUMAHMS 6A30BbIX eCTeCTBeHHbIX KaTe2opuii 1 T.1. CyllecTBeHHO! npobiemosi g5 npakTky npenogasa-
HUS 3KO102MYECKO20 NPABA SB/ISIETCS TAKKe OTCYTCTBUE 3AMHTEPECOBAHHOCTU CTYJeHTOB B U3y4eHn 3TON oTpacim.

3a 20gbl NpenogaBaxus B aBTopd BbipaboTancs cobCTBEHHbIN M0GX0g K MpegcTaBaeHuio 1eKUMOHHO20 MaTepuand. OCHOB-
HOW 3agayeii nekuymii aasieTcs popMUpoBaHMe IK0020-NPABOBO20 MUPOBO33PEHNS CTYJEHTOB, MOHUMAHWE MMM KOHEYHOM
Lie/In 3K0/1020-NPABOBO20 PE2yIMPOBAHUS, 3HAHWS CUMCTeMbI, CTPYKTYPbl, Nepapxmyecko20 MOCTPOEHUs YKPAMHCKO20 3KO0/I0-
214ecK020 3aKOHOGAaTebCTBA, €20 MepCcreKTUMBHbIX HaMpaB/eHni pa3BuTHs, MOHUMAHMS He CTObKO “OyKBbI” KaK ‘gyxa” aKo-
J102M4EeCK1X 30KOHOB. YenybneHHoe n3yueHue 3K0/1020-NPAaBoBbIX HOPM B poLecce NPAaKTMYecKuX 3aHATHI npegycmaTpmsaeT
BHEegpeHue pazinyHbiX COBPeMeHHbIX MHTepPAaKTUBHbIX METOGOB NPernogaBaHusl: gesoBble u2pbl; MO320Bble LITYPMbl; Keic-3a-
gauusi; ydebHble guckyccum; cumyasLmm; pasbop KOHKPETHbIX CUTYaLmii. BAaXHO MOHUMATb CIOKHOCTb BOMPOCA B3aMMogesi-
CTBMSI IKOI02MYECKUX 1 IKOHOMMYECKMX MHTepecoB 00LLecTBd, e20 KOHGAMKTHbIV XapakTep u HeobxogumMocTb obecreyeHus
Pa3yMHO20 KOMIPOMUCCA MEXJy KOMMepUYeCcKuMm, X03a5CTBEHHbIMY MHTEPecamu MPOMBILLIEHHbIX NPegrpUSTHI 1 3KOI02K-
YeCKUMM MHTEPECamy OTgeNbHbIX H0geri, Ux 2Py 1 0bLLecTBd B LiesIOM.

KnoueBbie coBa: 3kono2uyeckoe npaBo YKPauHbl, npenogasaxue, n3ydeHune, MeTOGUKAa npernogaBaHus, AeKkumm, cemm-
Hapckue 3aHATHS.

Environmental education plays a significant role
nowadays. In the meantime, the following state-
ment appears to be valid: “the need for general envi-
ronmental scientists is limited” [1, p. 9]. Integration
of environmental knowledge with specialized compe-
tences, including legal ones, is of current importance.
Environmental law education “has to contribute to so-
ciety’s understanding of economic, environmental and
social interdependence in order to arouse the feeling of
each person’s responsibility for resolving the problems
of sustainable development implementation” [2, p. 23].

The law curricula at Ukrainian universities provide for
environmental law knowledge to be acquired by students
throughout the study of their major — Environmental
Law of Ukraine — as well as other environmental law
elective disciplines within the BL and ML programmes.

Analysis of the methodological guidelines of En-
vironmental Law as an academic discipline has to be
conducted considering the following characteristics:
1) the place of a certain academic discipline in a law

curriculum, a logical link with other academic dis-
ciplines;
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2) the content of a discipline and the number of aca-
demic hours assigned to it in a curriculum;
3) methods, techniques and means of teaching.

Environmental Law of Ukraine as a branch of law
and an academic discipline is a successor to the corre-
sponding system of norms and knowledge established
in the USSR. In the 1970s a new academic discipline —
Legal Environmental Protection — was introduced in
the higher law educational establishments of the Soviet
Union which in the late 1980s transformed into Envi-
ronmental Law. Today Environmental Law of Ukraine
is a constituent of the academic training of students
taking a bachelor’s degree in law. A departure from
the Soviet administrative-command system having
the officially established common approaches to the
content, structure, number of hours, place in curric-
ulums for students majoring in a specific subject led
to the autonomy and freedom of higher educational
establishments in defining the content and structure
of curriculums for law students. It, consequently,
causes differences in studying Environmental Law
of Ukraine and other environmental law disciplines
in the higher law educational institutions of Ukraine.

It is certain that students’ mastery of environmen-
tal law is impossible without their knowledge of basic
law disciplines: legal theory, administrative law, civil
law, criminal law, legal proceedings, commercial law.
Therefore, teaching this subject deems appropriate
in the first semester of year four or at least in the
second semester of year three. A survey of students
from Precarpathian National University, conducted
after they finished studying Environmental Law of
Ukraine, also supported this conclusion.

Nowadays the teaching and learning of Environ-
mental Law of Ukraine are closely related to the ref-
ormation of the political and legal system in Ukraine,
its legislative system, higher education in general
and higher legal education in particular. The content
of professional legal training is becoming more com-
plex. It is influenced by the expansion of the spheres
of legal regulation, the formation of new legal forms
of regulation, integration and differentiation in the
development of law, the multidisciplinarity of mod-
ern legal knowledge and so on. Over the last years
Ukraine has seen much discussion and heated debates
on reforming higher legal education. Under the re-
form in 2018 the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine ratified the Standard of Higher Education in
specialty 081 “Law” in subject area 08 “Law” for the
first (bachelor’s) degree of higher education. Within
the system of the graduate’s general competences the
Standard establishes “the aspiration to preserve the
environment”, in the meantime emphasizing the ability
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“to apply knowledge of the objectives, principles and
doctrines of national law as well as of the legislation
at least on such branches of law as constitutional law,
administrative law and administrative procedural law,
civil and civil procedural law, criminal and criminal
procedural law among specific (professional) compe-
tences”. A compulsory acquisition of competences in
the field of environmental law is omitted. It means that
the question of the inclusion of the plan, content, forms
of control of the academic discipline “Environmental
Law of Ukraine” in the curriculum is again left to the
discretion of each university.

The content of the academic discipline “Environ-
mental Law of Ukraine” reflects the corresponding
branch of law. The modern environmental law in
Ukraine started to develop after the Law of Ukraine
“On Environmental Protection” was adopted in 1991.
The Law established a completely different approach
to regulating environmental protection in compari-
son to Soviet traditions [3, p. 9—-15]. Since 1991 the
rest of the environmental legislative acts of Ukraine
constituting the system of environmental legislation
and representing the content of the environmental law
of Ukraine have been adopted. Nevertheless, scholars
hold different views on the system of environmental
law. The most accepted is the division of the subject
of regulation into three groups of relations: natural
resources relations (concerning the rational use and
protection of mineral resources, waters, forests, flora
and fauna), environmental protection relations (con-
nected to the protection of biodiversity, certain natural
regions) and environmental safety relations (aimed at
developing the mechanism for environmental protec-
tion, the prevention of its damage and the emergence
of danger to people’s health). Today environmental
law in Ukrainian academic literature covers an exten-
sive range of environmental issues — environmental
rights, legal liability, environmental protection from
detrimental exposure, consequences of environmental
emergencies, the preservation of biodiversity, the legal
regulation of the use of mineral resources, forests,
waters, flora and fauna, etc.

Such an extensive volume of legislative regulation
that continues to change and develop creates consider-
able difficulties for students who learn Environmental
Law of Ukraine. The survey showed that the major
problem for students learning the subject is a wide
array of legislative acts to be analyzed. The limited
lecture time does not allow to interpret all (or at least
most of) environmental legislative acts in detail. The
main objective of lectures is to develop students’ legal
environmental awareness, their knowledge of the sys-
tem, structure and development prospects of Ukrainian
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environmental legislation, their understanding of the
ultimate aim of legal environmental regulation and
the “spirit” of the law. “The aim of environmental law
education is to teach students “management of environ-
mental law knowledge”, the skills of individual search,
selection and acquisition of information” [4, p. 13].

Over the last years a change of traditional approach-
es to teaching has been of significant importance to
Ukraine. The teaching process has to be dynamic, aimed
at searching for innovative, advanced, diverse methods,
techniques and means adapted for students with differ-
ent abilities and focused on boosting students’ intellec-
tual and creative activity, developing their theoretical
thinking and acquiring practical skills, fostering dia-
logue between the teacher and students. “The strategic
aim of reforming and modernizing higher education and
science in Ukraine is to create an efficient innovative
educational environment in higher educational estab-
lishments by promoting innovation, introducing the
newest technologies and models of learning” [5, p. 5].

As far back as fifty years ago R.C. Atkinson and
R.N. Shiffrin, having developed a theory of the three
components of human memory [6, p. 89], proved that
the use of traditional (explanatory and illustrative)
methods of teaching is inefficient since they are mostly
focused on memory, not thinking. In Ukrainian peda-
gogical academic literature teaching method is defined
as “a means of cooperative activity between the teach-
er and the student, resulting in the latter acquiring
knowledge, learning skills, developing professional
and intellectual abilities for their future profession”
[7, p. 9]. Traditionally, teaching methods are divided
into passive (when the teacher is the main actor who
moderates classes where students act as passive lis-
teners) and active (the teacher and students interact
with one another, and students here are not passive
listeners but active participants of the teaching pro-
cess). Nowadays there exists the absolute necessity of
modifying teaching methods by introducing methods
of active teaching since the traditional lecture- and
seminar-based form of teacher-student interaction is
inefficient which is substantiated.

Different factors have to be considered when using
different teaching methods (characterized by com-
binability and the eventual successful acquisition of
knowledge) in the course of teaching environmental
law, such as the specifics of an academic discipline;
the competences required for future lawyers; stu-
dents’ abilities, interest in the subject, level of training
and so on. Let us look at them in more detail, in the
meantime illustrating the methods and techniques of
teaching applied by the author in her work as a uni-
versity professor.

The efficiency of applying legal instruments in
environmental protection relations directly depends
upon knowing both basic processes taking place in
natural systems and technical, organizational control
procedures for the prevention of an adverse impact on
the environment and its individual components and,
therefore, understanding the content and achievements
of natural sciences, economy, technical sciences. “A
comprehensive and full-fledged teaching of environ-
mental law is impossible without considering these
factors” [8, p. 26]. In 2001 the Framework of Environ-
mental Education was ratified in Ukraine. It stated the
obligatory “inclusion of the compulsory course “The
Basics of Ecology” in all the BL degree programmers”.
Nevertheless, most of the law departments did not
introduce the course referring to the absence of envi-
ronmental law in the curriculum.

An acceptable model for providing environmental
education within law degree programmers is “inte-
gration of specific environmental subjects as electives
within the Law degree taught only to law students”
[9]. However, such a model is unlikely to be introduced
at Ukrainian law schools due to a limited number of
academic hours and lack of students’ interest in attend-
ing electives. Meanwhile, the necessity to understand
objective processes and relations formalized by legal
norms causes the need to interpret them (at least in
general) at lectures on environmental law. Drawing
on personal experience, the best way to do it is by
demonstrating short videos. It can be, for instance,
a video about the content of and interaction between
components of biodiversity (for the importance of its
preservation); the functioning of a single automated
system for environmental monitoring; tours around
nature reserves (for example, a video about the bio-
sphere reserve Askania-Nova at the lecture on the
legal framework for Ukrainian ecological network and
nature reserves) and so on. The use of TV-, video-, pho-
to-, audio- and other materials in the teaching process
(the audio-visual method) boosts students’ cognitive
activity, helps to maximize time.

The teaching of environmental law is impossible
only by analyzing and interpreting formal legal sourc-
es (a body of law). The lecturer should have a good
command of the methodology of environmental law
regulation, ideological and philosophical issues of
society-nature interaction. Modern environmental
law reflects the ideas and views of nature, standard-
izes people’s actions and behavior towards nature.
Interpretation of environmental legislation has to be
based on such principles as “constant inclusion of an
individual into community activities aimed at resolving
environmental issues; the present generation’s fair
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responsibility for environmental protection before
future generations; the vitality (existence) of all the
elements of nature including harmonious human ex-
istence in nature” [10, p. 8].

The teaching of environmental law plays a signifi-
cant role in developing environmental culture, aware-
ness, way of thinking. “Environmental knowledge and
knowledge of environmental legislation are elements
of environmental culture as a combination of different
approaches to learning about nature from the point of
view of its value on spiritual (intellectual) and material
(practical) levels as well as elements of an environmen-
tal worldview” [11, p. 26]. The development in future
lawyers of a conscious, sensible, humane attitude to the
environment influences the development of the corre-
sponding environmental law enforcement practice. This
aim is being achieved both directly during classes and in
organizing extracurricular activities. In the course of
teaching environmental law, interpreting legislation,
analyzing environmental law enforcement, the emphasis
is constantly placed on the priority of the human right
to the safe environment and measures aimed at ensuring
it as well as on an understanding of the importance of
public involvement in taking environmental decisions
and the basics of sustainable development. Students
who study environmental law are engaged in an annual
awareness campaign and the Earth Hour event. For
instance, a simulation game of climate negotiations is
an interesting extracurricular activity. Participation
in this kind of an education game improves mental abil-
ities and behavior, the ability to analyze and generalize
information, set aims and choose ways of achieving
them, apply the norms of substantive and procedural
law, correctly evaluate facts and circumstances, give
a speech in a logical, well-reasoned, clear manner, co-
operate, work in a team, be tolerant of others.

Events of similar kind raise students’ interest in
acquiring knowledge of environmental law. A con-
siderable problem of teaching Environmental Law of
Ukraine is low students’ interest in studying this sub-
ject (it was confirmed by the survey of the students).
It is caused by the low environmental awareness of
Ukrainian society in general; deficiencies in environ-
mental law and the absence of environmental case law;
disregard for environmental interests. When most
students begin to study environmental law, they have
already chosen their future profession on the basis of
the earlier studied administrative, criminal, civil law.
Quite often students do not see any practical need in
using knowledge of environmental law, the sphere of
its application. In order to arouse students’ interest in
studying a certain branch of law or certain pieces of its
legislation, the teacher can begin a class by presenting
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a real-life problem or a contradictory situation and
showing a short video about a violation of environmen-
tal legislation. After that students are asked a number
of questions aimed, first and foremost, at defining the
statutory regulation for the problem that is going to
be analyzed during the class. The introductory lec-
ture is of particular importance, since it familiarizes
students with the course, gives a comprehensive view
of it, guides through its structure and content. It is
necessary to make students interested, explain the
importance of knowledge of environmental law and
show possible ways of its practical application.

Nowadays knowledge of environmental law has to
be practice- not theory-oriented, the latter also be-
ing very time-consuming. The primary aim of law
education is mastery of professional skills. Analyzing
the methodology of teaching environmental law at
American universities, H. G. Robertson concluded that
students should be given “an opportunity to learn the
environmental law system by solving real-world type
environmental law problems” [12, p. 279]. To achieve
such an objective in the pedagogical practice of law
teaching, business games and role-playing, brainstorm-
ing, a case study, simulations, academic discussions
and so on were introduced at the end of the twentieth
century [13]. For Ukrainian higher education these
forms of teaching are relatively new and began to be
more actively used in recent decades.

Quite common in my work is the use of the case
study method. Analyzing real-life situations, discuss-
ing them, studying various problem-solving approach-
es, searching for necessary information — these types
of work help to develop important practical skills: a
comprehensive approach to analyzing and evaluating
facts, a logical and cause-effect style of thinking, ra-
tional decision-making. Each topic of in-class discus-
sion is accompanied by a detailed list of questions in
the study guide that students have to learn as well as
terminology-based tasks, tests for a quick knowledge
check, different practical tasks.

For instance, it can be a task of preparing a legal
document: a request for providing environmental in-
formation, an application for water use permission,
a draft lease contract, a complaint against an official
resolution, a lawsuit on environmental rights viola-
tions. The acquisition of practical skills in working
with legal documents is a step-by-step process. At the
first stage students get familiar with court rulings,
application forms, environmental audit certificates
and so on. Then their task is to write these documents
themselves according to the given drafts.

Another practical task is a description of a real-life
situation related to, for example, a violation of environ-
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mental law requirements for its legal evaluation. Since
teaching Environmental Law of Ukraine is based on
students’ knowledge of civil, administrative, criminal
law and corresponding court proceedings, it gives the
opportunity to use a wide range of real-life situations
about ownership rights to natural resources, the right
to natural resources management, legal liability for
environmental law violations, the exercise of exec-
utive power and so on. Tasks suggested to students
are worded differently. Some have all the detailed
circumstances, contextual information. They require
a precise algorithm of actions and a choice of a specific
legal sanction. Others contain a general description of
the situation, thus allowing for a variety of its possible
solutions.

Another specific feature of environmental law that
defines the specifics of teaching this course lies in its
“multicentric and pluralistic nature’ being the basis
of ‘teaching substantive environmental law and prac-
tice skills through interest group role-playing” [14,
p. 194]. Therefore, analysis of practical situations
involves students’ role-playing as representatives of
anon-governmental organization, government inspec-
tors, lawyers of an enterprise.

The brainstorming method is often used for ac-
tivating students’ attention in dealing with a prob-
lem situation. Students work with specific different
court rulings on analogous cases. Unfortunately, in
Ukraine court rulings on environmental lawsuits are
often contradictory, and there are problems in des-
ignating court jurisdiction. Students are suggested
to familiarize themselves with these problems and
analyze them. Then students are asked questions and
engaged in active discussion; they can give their ar-
guments and counterarguments in favour of this or
that court ruling. As a rule, the presented arguments
are written on the board and analyzed, and then the
most well-reasoned ones are chosen. This approach
helps to boost cognitive activity, find fruitful ideas,
constructive decisions, solutions to complex problems
or non-standard situations.

It is necessary to remember the complex issue of
interaction between environmental and economic inter-
ests of society, its conflict-ridden character [15] and the
need to ensure a sound compromise between commercial
and economic interests of industrial enterprises and
environmental interests of certain people, communities
or society on the whole. Certain citizens, acting in dif-
ferent capacities in environmental relations, objectify
in them not only environmental but also economic,
social and other interests. Therefore, a number of the
suggested practical tasks are based on a conflict of
interest. For instance, the closedown of an enterprise

that violates environmental law requirements will lead
to dismissals and loss of workers’ labour guarantees
and benefits packages, consequently, depriving them
of their source of subsistence. Students are thus asked:
How to reconcile these interests? What measures for
conflict resolution are the most efficient in this case?

Doing these practical tasks, students often choose
the most obvious solution that might appear to be in-
efficient and will not prevent environmental rights
violations. The experienced teacher has to emphasize
the need to determine the ultimate aim to be achieved
in each particular situation. On the basis of it a legal
remedy has to be chosen and the plaintiff’s claims have
to be formulated.

As regards my teaching practice today, I no longer
use a traditional form of control where students are
asked to retell the information they read in textbooks.
It is certain that the resolution of practical problems is
impossible without knowing and understanding theory,
being able to work with definitions and being knowl-
edgeable about the system of legal norms. Therefore,
a case study is always accompanied by theory quizzes.
These theoretical questions have to be related to each
particular case. For instance, students are asked not
only to describe the procedure for becoming an envi-
ronmental protection inspector but explain, in detail,
to imaginary clients which documents they need to
collect, who to ask, what additional requirements to
meet. In the interview method students are asked to
be lawyers and have a talk with a client who wants to
be consulted about the alleged violation by the neigh-
bouring enterprise of emission limit values.

The use of teaching methods and techniques ensures
a real connection with legal practice, a possibility to
engage future lawyers in problem-based learning,
increase their level of interest, enhance their perfor-
mance, stimulate the development of analytical skills,
the interaction and combination of theory and practice.

Environmental law regulation in different coun-
tries is characterized by the unity of approaches to
and mechanisms of regulation on the basis of the
developed and ratified international and European
standards. The crucial current importance of knowing
and understanding the international and European
environmental law legislation for Ukraine is caused
by the signing of the Association Agreement between
the European Union and its Member States, of the one
part, and Ukraine, of the other part. The European
Integration priorities of the state policy of Ukraine
concern all the spheres of the activity of the state and
society and the environmental sphere in particular.
Currently, the work of the state authorities and public
organizations is aimed at ensuring the implementation
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of the principal requirements and principles of EU
legislation (“acquis communautaire”). Art. 360—-366
of the Association Agreement between EU and Ukraine
cover environmental matters whereas Annex XXX to
Chapter 6 “Environment” of Title V “Economic and
Sector Cooperation” contains a list of directives and
regulations which are to be incorporated into national
legislation. In light of this, law students’ knowledge of
international and European environmental law mech-
anisms is critical.

Certain courses such as “International Environmen-
tal Law”, “European Union Environmental Law” are
included as electives for undergraduate students and
in the environmental law master’s programme. They
provide for an in-depth study of the corresponding
legislation. The general course “Environmental Law
of Ukraine” does not allow to elaborate on these ques-
tions due to lack of academic time. In the meantime,
over the last years I have been suggesting this topic
for student’s individual work. For instance, the topics
suggested for students’ individual research work are
related to the implementation of certain EU directives

on environmental protection. Students have to study
the general mechanisms for approaching Ukrainian
environmental legislation to European one; learn the
content and meaning of EU directives and the degree of
compliance of Ukrainian legislation with them; explain
the issue of the discrepancy between legal norms and
the emergence of collisions after the adoption of new
legal acts, the problems of modern comparative law
and so on. The use of the creative search method helps
to reinforce students’ interest in the course, study
certain questions in more depth, engage students in
research work.

It is certain that the presented study does not ex-
haust analysis of the specifics of the teaching and
methodology of environmental law at Ukrainian uni-
versities. To conclude, it has to be emphasized that
the introduction of innovative methods and constant
improvement in teaching such a complex subject as
Environmental Law requires a high level of professional
expertise, constant self-improvement and learning,
an increase in the academic and methodological levels
of knowledge.

References

1. Van Ginkel H. Preparing for a Sustainable Future: Higher Education and Sustainable Human Development // High-

er Education in the Twenty first Century: Vision and Action: World Conference on Higher Education (Paris, October
1998). URL: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000113689 (accessed 4 May 2020).
2. Baljuk Gh. I., Vlasenko Ju. L. Suchasni metody vykladannja ekologhichnogho prava v konteksti osvity dlja stalog-

ho rozvytku [Modern Methods of Teaching Environmental Law in Terms of Education for Sustainable Development] //
Aktualjni problemy ekologhichnogho, zemeljnogho ta aghrarnogho zakonodavstva v suchasnykh umovakh: materialy
“krughlogho stolu” [Current Problems of Environmental, Land and Agricultural Law: Proceedings of “the Round Table”]
(Kharkiv, 1.03.2019) / za red. A.P. Ghetjmana i M. V. Shuljghy. Kharkiv: Pravo, 2019. PP. 20-27.

3. Malysheva N.R., Jerofjejev M. I. Naukovo-praktychnyj komentar do Zakonu Ukrajiny “Pro okhoronu navkolysh-
njogho pryrodnogho seredovyshha” [Practice-oriented Commentary on Law of Ukraine “On Environmental Protection”].
Kharkiv: Pravo, 2017. 416 p.

4. Baljuk Gh. I. Z dosvidu vykladannja ekologho-pravovykh dyscyplin na jurydychnomu fakuljteti Kyjivsjkogho na-
cionaljnogho universytetu imeni Tarasa Shevchenka [From Experience of Teaching Environmental Law Disciplines at
Law Faculty of Taras Shevchenko Kyiv National University] // Zbirnyk materialiv Pershogho zibrannja fakhivciv sporid-
nenykh kafedr z obghovorennja aktualjnykh naukovykh problem ta metodyky vykladannja aghrarnogho, zemeljnogho,
ekologhichnogho ta pryrodoresursnogho prava u vyshhykh navchaljnykh zakladakh Ukrajiny [Proceedings of First Meet-
ing of the Related Departments on Current Scientific Problems and Methodology of Teaching Agricultural, Land, Envi-
ronmental and Natural Resources Law in Ukrainian Higher Educational Establishments] / za red 1. 1. Karakasha. Odesa:
Jurydychna literatura, 2016. PP. 12-15.

5. Artykuca N.V. Innovacijni metodyky vykladannja dyscyplin u vyshhij jurydychnij osviti [The Innovative Teach-
ing Methods in Higher Legal Education] // Innovacijni tekhnologhiji u vyshhij jurydychnij osviti: Materialy dopovidej
Mizhnarodnoji naukovo-metodychnoji konferenciji [Innovative Techniques in Higher Legal Education: Proceedings of
International Academic and Methodological Conference] / vidpov. red. N.V. Artykuca. Kyjiv: Stylos, 2005. PP. 3—25.

6. Atkinson R., Shiffrin R. Human memory: a proposed system and its control processes. The psychology of learning
and motivation / K. Spence, J. Spence (eds). New York: Academic Press, 1968. Vol. 2. PP. 89-195.

7. Kaplinsjkyj V.V. Metodyka vykladannja u vyshhij shkoli: navchaljnyj posibnyk [The Teaching Methodology in
Higher Education]. Vinnycja: TOV “Niland LTD”, 2015. 224 p.

40



// International scientific journal «Internauka». // Land law; agrarian law; environment law;
Series: «Juridical sciences» // N2 5(27), 2020 natural rights //

8. Karakash I.1. Shhodo vykladannja aghrarnogho, zemeljnogho, ekologhichnogho ta pryrodnoresursovogho prava
u vyshhykh navchaljnykh zakladakh Ukrajiny [On teaching Agricultural, Land, Environmental and Natural Resourc-
es Law in Ukrainian Higher Educational Establishments] // Zbirnyk materialiv Pershogho zibrannja fakhivciv sporid-
nenykh kafedr z obghovorennja aktualjnykh naukovykh problem ta metodyky vykladannja aghrarnogho, zemeljnogho,
ekologhichnogho ta pryrodoresursnogho prava u vyshhykh navchaljnykh zakladakh Ukrajiny [Proceedings of First Meet-
ing of the Related Departments on Current Scientific Problems and Methodology of Teaching Agricultural, Land, Envi-
ronmental and Natural Resources Law in Ukrainian Higher Educational Establishments] / za red I.I. Karakasha. Odesa:
Jurydychna literatura, 2016. PP. 25-27.

9. Lopez-Jurado F. B., Ruiz de Apodaca A.M., Pons J.dJ., & Puig i Baguer J. Teaching/learning the environment with-
in environmental law studies // International Technology, Education and Development Conference (Valencia, 7-9 May
2007). URL: http://hdl.handle.net/10171/13438 (accessed 2 May 2020).

10. Krasnova M. V. Metodologhichni zasady suchasnogho ekologhichnogho prava [The Methodology of Modern Envi-
ronmental Law]. Visnyk Kyjivsjkogho nacionaljnogho universytetu imeni Tarasa Shevchenka. Jurydychni nauky [Bulle-
tin of Taras Shevchenko Kyiv National University. Legal Sciences]. 2012. Vol. 92. PP. 5-9.

11. Poznjak E.V. Teoretyko-pravovi zasady ekologhichnoji kuljtury v Ukrajini [The Theoretical Legal Framework
of Environmental Culture in Ukraine] // Visnyk Kyjivsjkogho nacionaljnogho universytetu imeni Tarasa Shevchenka.
Jurydychni nauky [Bulletin of Taras Shevchenko Kyiv National University. Legal Sciences]. 2012. Vol. 92. PP. 24-28.

12. Robertson H. G. Methods for Teaching Environmental Law: Some Thoughts on Providing Access to the Environ-
mental Law System // Columbia Journal of Environmental Law. 1998. Vol. 23. PP. 237-279.

13. Le Brun M., Johnstone R. The Quiet (R)evolution: Improving Student Learning in Law. Sydney: The Law Book
Company, 1994. 412 p.

14. Coplan K.S. Teaching Substantive Environmental Law and Practice Skills Through Interest Group Role-Playing
// Vermont Journal of Environmental Law. 2016. Vol. 18. PP. 194-221. URL: http://digitalcommons.pace.edu/lawfac-
ulty/1050/ (accessed 5 May 2020).

15. Yaremak Z. Environmental Conflict as a Socio-Legal Phenomenon // Journal of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian
National University. 2018. Vol. 5(2). PP. 190-197.

41



